
 

“Follow”ÊOpportunitiesÊThisÊMonth 
Wherever you find yourself on your faith journey, here are a few ways to participate in the life of Shiloh this month:  
 
WELCOME Join us for our next Dinner Church on Oct. 15 as we continue building community around food, con-
versation, and faith. Come as you are, bring someone with you, and help us make room at the table.  
 
CARE As the days grow shorter and the season begins to change, make space for rest and renewal—and notice who 
around you may need a little extra care too. A quiet check-in, a shared meal, or a simple act of kindness can go a 
long way.  
 
GROW Keep exploring with us through The Bible Is Weird (and Wonderful). Bring your questions, bring your Bi-
ble, and come ready to discover more about how these ancient texts continue to speak into our lives today.  
 
GO Know someone who has questions about the Bible, church, or faith? This series is a great opportunity to invite 
them into a space where questions are welcome and we can explore them together.  

CHURCHÊINFORMATION: 

Rev. Amanda Gastreich, Pastor—pastor@shiloh-methodist.com 
Tara Hembree,  Admin—admin@shiloh-methodist.com 

shiloh-methodist.com                 636/673-2144 
OfficeÊHours:ÊTuesdaysÊ&ÊThursdaysÊ9:30Êa.m.—12:30Êp.m. 

AÊLetterÊfromÊPastorÊAmanda 

Dear Shiloh Family, 

One of the reasons I love the Bible is that it’s alive. 

I can return to a passage I have read dozens of times and suddenly notice something I missed. A story that once felt 
distant can become deeply personal. A verse that once brought comfort may later raise new questions. The words 
have not changed, but I have—and sometimes that changes what I am able to hear. 

That is part of what keeps drawing me back. 

The Bible is ancient, shaped across generations by people who prayed, argued, remembered, grieved, hoped, and 
tried to understand who God is and what faithful living looks like. It is rooted in particular places, cultures, lan-
guages, and moments in history. And yet it continues to speak far beyond them. 

I find it helpful to remember that Scripture is not God; Scripture bears witness to God. It is deeply human, and 
through those human voices, people continue to encounter something holy. 

That is why translation and context matter so much. Every translation involves choices. Every passage comes from 
a particular world. Learning more about that world does not make Scripture feel less sacred to me. It makes it rich-
er. 

And then we bring our own lives to it. 

We bring our questions, experiences, joys, doubts, wounds, and hopes. We read in community. We hear something 
today that we may not have been ready to hear years ago. 

That is one of the things I hope we continue discovering through TheÊBibleÊIsÊWeirdÊ(andÊWonderful). We do 
not have to flatten Scripture or pretend it is simple in order to love it. We can approach it with curiosity, humility, 
and trust, believing that these ancient words still have the capacity to meet us, challenge us, comfort us, and draw 
us closer to God. 

May we continue to encounter these ancient words together, listening for what they reveal about God, one another, 
and what faithful living looks like for us here and now. 

Peace, 
Pastor Amanda 

 



 

 

SalvageÊCollection:ÊWe are always available to col-
lect salvage! If you have something you’d like to do-
nate, please contact Glenn Parker at 636-327- 5527. 

The monies made from recycling donated salvage are 
used to support the UMM’s mission budget.  

ItemsÊcollectedÊforÊsalvage:ÊStoves, refrigerators, 
dehumidifiers, air conditioners, metal siding, win-
dows, doors, storm doors, screens, etc.  

Join the Choir each Wednesday evening 
from 7—8 p.m. at Shiloh.                          

All are welcome! 

GenerosityÊCorner  
 

Generosity helps make room for both what has been and 
what is still becoming. 
 
At Shiloh, our gifts support the ministries that have 
shaped this church for generations—worship, care, fellow-
ship, mission, and the life of our shared building. They al-
so help us remain open to new opportunities to welcome 
people, try new things, and follow where God may be lead-
ing. 
 
That balance matters. Faithfulness is not only about pre-
serving what we have received; it is also about preparing 
the way for those who will come after us. 
 
As you consider your giving this month, I invite you to see 
it as part of that larger story. Each gift, no matter the size, 
helps Shiloh continue to be a place where people can en-
counter grace, ask questions, find community, and discov-
er that there is room for them here. 
 
Thank you for the many ways you continue to support the 
life and ministry of Shiloh. 

2ÊMerwinÊ&ÊLynneÊGiesmann 

2 Mia Litterst  

4 Karen Byington 

8 Jill Gleize 

9 Sharon Swim  

11 Everleigh Sherman 

12ÊBrianÊ&ÊJillÊGleizeÊ 

18ÊGlennÊ&ÊSallieÊParker 

19ÊShannonÊ&ÊJulieÊBuford 

23 Charles Litterst  

25 Wayne McDaniel 

30 Lynne Finnerty  

31 Peyton Moore  

31 Johann Uhl 

OctoberÊTheme: 

AreÊWeÊThereÊYet?:ÊA 5-week series from Ex-
odus on Israel and the Wilderness. 

ComingÊinÊNovember: 

United Women In Faith will host their annual    
Craft / Bake / White Elephant Sale.   

WHEN: Sunday, November 22, 2026, after 
church. This is the Sunday before Thanksgiving, so 
plan to do some Holiday Shopping!  

*For anyone donating toward this sale, donations 
will be accepted Nov. 19, 20, & 21.  Please see Caren 
Buckles.  

**All proceeds will go toward the UWF end of the 
year donations to our Mission Projects. 



No Lunch Bunch in October. Mark your calendar 
for November  11! 

TopÊ5: 
QuestionsÊtoÊAskÊWhenÊtheÊBibleÊGetsÊWeird 
 
1.ÊWhatÊkindÊofÊwritingÊisÊthis?ÊPoetry, law, history, 
wisdom, gospel, letter, prophecy, and apocalyptic writ-
ing all work differently. Knowing the genre helps us un-
derstand how a passage is meant to communicate. 
 
2.ÊWhatÊwasÊhappeningÊwhenÊthisÊwasÊwritten? 
Historical and cultural context can change how we un-
derstand a passage. Ask what was happening in the 
community, what concerns they were facing, and what 
their world was like. 
 
3.ÊWhoÊisÊspeaking—andÊwhoseÊvoiceÊareÊweÊnotÊ
hearing?ÊPay attention to who is speaking, who is be-
ing addressed, and who gets to tell the story. Whose 
voice is missing or pushed to the margins? How might 
the passage sound from their perspective? 
 
4.ÊWhatÊamÊIÊbringingÊtoÊtheÊtext?ÊNone of us reads 
Scripture without our own experiences, assumptions, 
traditions, and questions shaping what we notice. Even 
the translation in front of us reflects choices made by its 
translators. Becoming aware of those lenses can help us 
read with greater humility and curiosity. 
 
5.ÊHowÊdoesÊthisÊfitÊwithinÊtheÊlargerÊwitnessÊofÊ
Scripture?ÊA single verse rarely tells the whole story. 
Read around it, notice how it connects to the rest of the 
book, and consider how it fits the broader story of Scrip-
ture. 

Dinner Church is still growing, and we would love for 
more people to help shape what it becomes. 
 
If you have a gift, interest, skill, or story you would be 
willing to share, let us know. That might mean leading 
an Explore Group—a short, informal time to try some-
thing new or learn together. You might share a craft or 
hobby, teach a practical skill, gather people around a 
game or activity, explore a faith question, or introduce 
others to a topic you simply enjoy. It could be designed 
for kids, adults, or all ages, and it does not have to be 
church-related to help build community. 
 
You might also share music, offer a testimony or reflec-
tion, preach (no experience needed!), or bring another 
idea entirely. 
 
We also want Dinner Church to be accessible to every-
one. If you would like to attend but are not comfortable 
driving after dark, or if you would be willing to give 
someone a ride, please let us know. 
 
Contact the church office at admin@shiloh-
methodist.com to share an idea, volunteer, request a 
ride, or offer one. 

AllÊSaintsÊRemembrance 
As we prepare for All Saints Sunday on Nov. 1, 
please share with Tara the names of loved ones 
who have died in the past year or so, so we can 

read and remember them in worship. (Including 
pronunciation helps.)  



Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

    

 

1 2 3  

4   9 a.m. Bible 
Study 

10 a.m. Worship 

5 6 7 

 

7 p.m. Choir 

8 9 10 

 

11  9 a.m. Bible 
Study 

10 a.m. Worship 

UWF Reception 

12 13 

5:30p.m. 

Lead Team 

14 

NO Lunch 
Bunch 

7 p.m. Choir 

15 

5:30 p.m. 
Dinner 
Church 

16 

 

17 

 

18   9 a.m. Bible 
Study 

10 a.m. Worship 

19 20 

 

21 

 

7 p.m. Choir 

22 23 

 

24 

2 p.m. Trunk 
or Treat 

25  9 a.m. Bible 
Study 

10 a.m. Worship 

26 27 28 

7 p.m. Choir 

29 30 31 

Shiloh United Methodist Church 
1515 Hwy T 
Foristell, MO 63348 

DatedÊMaterial 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


